[Two cases of esophageal varices complication after hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy (HAI) for metastatic liver tumor].
Mild liver dysfunction is a well-known complication of HAI, but it has been thought to be transient and reversible in most cases. In the case, of metastatic liver disease, in particular, HAI has been performed safely because liver function is normal for the most part. We encountered 2 cases of irreversible severe liver dysfunction and esophageal varices after hepatectomy for metastatic liver tumor from colorectal cancer. They were treated with postoperative adjuvant HAI. Biliary enzyme as alkaline phosphatase elevated, and dilated intrahepatic bile ducts were observed in both patients. Fibrosis of Glissonean sheath, dilatation of intrahepatic bile ducts and intrahepatic biliary stones were observed at autopsy in both patients. One of the patients had obstruction of portal trunk. It must not be forgotten that such complications can occur even in a case with non-cirrhotic liver.